Extraction and purification of DNA from phytopathogenic soil-inhabiting Fusarium species.
Working quantities of good quality DNA was obtained from three pathogenic forms of the soil-inhabiting fungus, Fusarium oxysporum (FO), which causes economically significant diseases in tomato crops. The mitochondrial, nuclear and ribosomal fractions from each of the DNAs were separated by cesium chloride gradient centrifugations. The data suggest a decrease in nuclear DNA and an increase in mitochondrial DNA correlated with increasing pathogenicity among the three pathogens examined. Ribosomal DNA was detected only in FO, the least pathogenic form.